loo                  A FLY ON THE WHEEL

by post tooany questions he might wish to put. On this the
gentleman issued a formal warrant for my arrest! I at once
placed the matter in the hands of higher authority, and the
young official's warrant being quashed, he applied for leave
on private affairs.

While I was waiting for the decision of Government, I sought
to divert my thoughts from the cares which oppressed me, by
going out against the outlaws in the southern part of my dis-
trict, hoping to make a clearance of them there as I had done
in the north.

He who measures oil gets some on his fingers, and the worry
and trouble which had come upon me having told on my health,
I found it a relief to leave the society of my fellows and enjoy
the solitude of camp life. How delightful it was, instead of
dining decorously at mess in formal dress, to sit in my little
square tent and partake of a tender joint of the kid that but
yesterday had been tethered to one of the tent-pegs, while
the chickens destined for the cutlets and soups of my to-
morrow's dinner clucked and cackled from a basket hard by*
Whilst I dined, some villagers outside smoked a friendly
''* chiUum " of tobacco with my saice and his attendant grasa-
cutter* They were Sonthals come to give me news of a bear
or a deer, for the Sonthals are the great hunters of these parts,
and are almost the only natives that are not afraid of the wolves,
sweeping the jungles in great hunting parties of two and three
hundred, killing whatever happens to come in their way, even
the big black bear if they chance to start one. It takes five
or six of their number to manage him, for while the bear pur-
sues one of their number the others follow on either side,
striking at him with the small axe which each man carries,
and diverting his attention from one to another until they
manage to cripple or kill the beast. No one man is a match
;f;pr the great black bear, unless armed with a double-barrelled
The bear, in attacking a man, always aims at the face
his great claws, and I have seen some horrible cases of
:; but he is naturally a peaceable beast, and 1

; dp frta the justice of saying that he rarely, if ever, makes'
looked attack,

|^fe fiVfi chiefly on the proceeds of the ch&se, their